Ash trees and justice

Paul Arnold selected the ash because of the tradition that Saxons dispensed justice under an ash tree. 
At first I had difficulty in substantiating the tradition. I searched the Saxon Chronicles (now on line) to no avail. That was only negative information and no evidence that moots were or were not held under ash trees. I asked at The Museum of St Albans but was told that moots were held in significant places, Maiden Castle, for example, but not particularly under ash trees. I was told that the Saxons did regard the ash as a significant tree: Edward the Confessor’s Charter granting the Manor of Wheathamstead to Westminster Abbey defined its boundaries by the location of ash trees.
I was then told by Chris Saunders, who used to work at the Museum, that in our own St Albans, the Abbot held his court under the great ash in the Abbey courtyard. Chris referred me to the Victoria History of Hertfordshire Vol 2:. It is on line and I found: 

 “For the trial of all crimes, pleas, and plaints the townspeople had to go to the Hundred Court of the Abbot's Liberty, (fn. 83) which was held before the steward of the liberty under the great ash tree in the courtyard of the abbey.” 
See: 'The city of St Albans: The borough', A History of the County of Hertford: volume 2 (1908), pp. 477-83. 
URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43311&strquery=ash%20tree. Date accessed: 22 June 2007.
I learned from the same source that not only in St Albans but in Midhurst and Mainsbridge, were courts held under an ash:
“... shown that for the past hundred years the bailiffs of the Earls of Arundel had held the court of the Hundred of Easebourne under a certain ash tree at Midhurst” A History of the County of Sussex: Volume 4 (1953)
“...The hundred court was customarily held under an ash-tree in Swaythling in South Stoneham at Martintide. (fn. 5).” 
A History of the County of Hampshire: Volume 3 (1908)

Also,

“In 1652, when the hundred was in Crown hands, the courts were said to have been 'much discontinued' but the Easter and Michaelmas tourns for both Norton and Bruton hundreds were held with the tourn for Catsash in Bruton field. (fn. 33) The tourns were still so held for the three hundreds c. 1735 by 'an ash tree growing in the corner of a field by three cross ways near Bruton'.” (From: 'Norton Ferris Hundred', A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 7: Bruton, Horethorne and Norton Ferris Hundreds (1999), pp. 161-63. (http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=18748)

The ash does then certainly have a valid tradition as a symbol of justice. 
Our common name for the ash is the Saxon word for it: asce. 
The Greek Fates (the Furies) were said to dispense justice under and through the Ash tree.  See http://www.the-tree.org.uk/BritishTrees/ash.htm.
