John Evans, his family, his connections with Lord Cowper and his collaboration with Joseph Prestwich
John Evans
 went at the age of 16 to work at his uncle's paper mill where he was treated as an ordinary employee, living in lodgings near the mill. However, from school days he had been interested in coins found in Roman Verulamium and gave a talk, when he was only 22, to the newly formed Antiquarian Society in St Albans on the coins and what can be learned from them of early rulers such as Tasciovanus and Cunobelin. 

John Evans significant contribution to archaeology came when he collaborated with Joseph Prestwich in excavations in Abbeyville. Prestwich published a paper in 1859 and Evans in 1860 by "on the occurrence of flint implements discovered in undisturbed beds of gravel, sand and clay" alongside fossil bones of mammoths and rhinoceros. This could be taken as proof that man had lived there a hundred thousand years ago. The finding was of exceptional significance because it put to bed the official computation by Archbishop Usher that man was created in 4004BC. The papers were received with acclamation and John Evans was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. He was 36 years old. 

With John Evans, Lord Cowper (representing the Society
 for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings) and one Archdeacon Grant joined together to try to prevent the granting to Edmund Beckett (who became Lord Grimthorpe) of a faculty that would give Beckett carte blanch to restore the Abbey. "Restore" is not the right term to use for Edmund Beckett's work on the Abbey. What he did rather was to "improve it". John Evans, Lord Cowper and others wanted to preserve as much of the original as possible but the Restoration Committee had over spent the money subscribed to it when the tower nearly collapsed in 1871. And Edmund Beckett had a great deal of money that he was prepared to put into “saving” the Abbey.

 Maria Millington Evans, who laid the foundation stone of the museum in St Albans, was Sir John Evans third wife and 33 years his junior. She had worked at Oxford with John's son Arthur Evans the renowned archaeologist who excavated the Minoan remains at Knossos in Crete and was Keeper of The Ashmolean Museum. 
John's son Lewis Evans made a gift of his collection to Oxford University so making possible the founding of the History of Science Museum
 in The Old Ashmolean Building in Oxford.
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� 1877 ~ March 22 William Morris and other notable members of the Pre Raphaelite brotherhood hold the inaugural meeting of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings in Queen Square, Bloomsbury. The founding members are deeply concerned that well meaning architects are scraping away the historic fabric of too many buildings in their zealous ‘restorations’.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spab.org.uk/html/what-is-spab/history-of-the-spab" ��http://www.spab.org.uk/html/what-is-spab/history-of-the-spab�, 10 Sept 2007.





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/about/pic3.htm" ��The History of Science Museum has a long history. The Old Ashmolean Building itself was completed in 1683 as the world's first museum open to the general public, housing the collection of Elias Ashmole (1617-92). As well as Ashmole's collection, the building also encompassed a broad range of activities associated with the pursuit of 'natural knowledge'. 'The Museum' as originally conceived institutionalized a new way of learning about nature that emerged in the seventeenth century, with experimental philosophy being pursued in a chemical laboratory in the basement and lecturing and demonstration taking place in the School of Natural History on the middle floor. Only in 1924 with the gift to the University of the collection of Lewis Evans (1853-1930) did the Museum begin to take on its present role as a Museum of the History of Science, with Robert T. Gunther (1869-1940) as its first curator. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/about/" ��http://www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/about/� 31 August 2007








