Old Contemptibles

"The 'Old Contemptibles' was the title proudly adopted by the men of the BEF [British Expeditionary Force] who saw service before or on 22nd November. They were the originals, and most were regular soldiers or reservists. They derive their honourable title from the famous "Order of the Day" given by Kaiser Wilhelm II at his headquarters in Aix-la-Chapelle on the 19th August, 1914:- 
"It is my Royal and Imperial Command that you concentrate your energies, for the immediate present upon one single purpose, and that is that you address all your skill and all the valour of my soldiers to exterminate first the treacherous English; walk over General French's contemptible little Army." 
The precise translation has been debated endlessly, but the irony of the choice of title is clear. (http://www.1914-1918.net/bat7.htm) 
For some decades now, all survivors of the First World War have been honoured with the title. The Battle of Verdun commenced on 21 February 1916. (http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/verdun.htm)
