The London Plane 
 Platanus x hispanica, also known as P. x acerifolia or P.hybrida, family Platanaceae
'This handsome ornamental tree is planted in many cities and towns to enhance streets and parks. It is a particularly characteristic tree of London, where it contributes enormously to green up the urban landscape, a task for which it well suited. It has successfully survived the tough polluted conditions, which London has suffered since the Industrial Revolution until the introduction of the Clean Air Act, for hundreds of years. The fact that the bark renews itself, by peeling off in plates, aids the tree's resistance to airborne pollution, because this prevents the pores from getting clogged up. 

`Some sources say this hybrid between the Oriental Plane and the American Plane originated in Spain or France around 1650, but there is also a possibility that it originated in the Tradescant nursery garden in Lambeth, south London. John Tradescant the younger (1608 -1662) was a gardener to Charles I and inherited the nursery his Father had established for the study of plants. Both P. occidentalis and P. orientalis are on record as having grown in this garden, so it is a real possibility that the London Plane did originate here. `The first description of the tree in Great Britain, which we have in writing, is from the Oxford Botanical Gardens in 1670. 

`The famous Plane tree of Hippocrates stands in front of the ancient Castle of the Knights, at the centre of Kos town on the Greek island of Kos. It is a huge tree, with a perimeter of twelve meters, which is considered to be the largest in Europe.

`The inhabitants claim that it was planted by Hippocrates, the greatest doctor in antiquity, who used to teach under its shade. Hippocrates was a celebrated Greek physician who lived around 400 BC. He is often called “the father of medicine” and his famous “Hippocratic Oath” was for millennia the ethical foundation of the doctor- patient relationships.

`According to tradition, the Apostle Paul also taught there.' (http://www.the-tree.org.uk/BritishTrees/plane.htm)

