The designer of the arms houses in Ridge

It is unexpected that the author of “A Walk through Ridge”, Jenny Wilson, whose father was an architect, the principal architect in the Ministry of Housing and Local Government for the south of England, does not mention that the arms houses were designed by the prestigious architect Sir George Gilbert Scott so I appealed to Patrick Hastings whom I met at St Margaret’s Ridge. He is responsible for the excellent Church website. 

Patrick gave me an unimpeachable source that corroborates the information provided by the CMS cycle ride description. Here is Patrick’s reply to my query:  

“I went onto Google and put in "Gilbert Scott, Arms Houses, Ridge, Herts" and came up with the following link:

“South Mimms: Churches | British History Online
	In 1951 plans were drawn up for two houses to be built on the glebe land, ..... was designed by G. G. (later Sir Gilbert) Scott in the Early English style, ...
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“In para 4 at the end it gives a link to "fn. 13" which goes to a list, hope this helps”.
South Mimms is not technically Ridge and “two houses” is not promising.  We need to do some more investigation. Do let us know if you find out anything more.

The Gilbert Scotts are, of course, a distinguished family of architects designing our iconic civic buildings: 
In 1980, Richard Gilbert Scott was commissioned by the City of London to design the Guildhall Art Gallery. The project was delayed by the discovery of a Roman arena under the site and a structural engineering feat created above the arena a raft on which the gallery could be built.  The building was opened in 1999. Richard Gilbert Scott had earlier designed the west wing of the Guildhall in 1974.
Richard is the son of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott (1880 to 1960) whose most high-profile designs are: 

· Battersey and Bankside Power stations (the latter now Tate Modern) 
· The Liverpool Anglican Cathedral
· The red (K2) phone boxes, one of which is opposite the Ridge arms houses that we think were designed by Sir Giles’ grandfather Sir George Gilbert Scott.
· Memorial Court, Clare College, Cambridge

Sir Giles father, George Gilbert Scott, known as Scott jnr, was a tragic figure destroyed by alcoholism. His son said, “Grandfather was the successful practical man, and a phenomenal scholar in gothic precedent, but father was an artist.”

Sir George Gilbert Scott (1811 to 1878) was influential in early St Albans Abbey preservation and restoration until the more aggressive and wealthy Lord Grimthorpe held sway. Sir George also repaired and restored the St Albans clock tower to its graceful appearance of today.

Among Sir George Gilbert Scott’s most high-profile commissions were

· The Grand Midland Hotel at St Pancras station
· the Albert Memorial
· the Foreign Office.
