St Peter Street Avenue of Limes
“One of the features of St Peter Street is the line of lime trees, which adds so much to its beauty. 

“They were planted in 1881 at the expense of a private citizen, Mr H Gotto, but the conditions were very different when they were planted, and modern road construction, which is impervious to moisture, starves them of water, and though they are artificially fed they are slowly dying. 

“New young ones are not doing so vigorously as the old ones, and some time in the future St Albans will find itself with rows of planes or maples, which will stand the drought and fumes better than limes. 

“To picture the street without its trees would be unthinkable, so we can be glad that there are trees which, as proved by their London experience, will stand the hard conditions of modern times.” 
Elsie Toms 1962 The Story of St Albans, Revised Edition 1975 p171.
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