The Tradescants 

John Tradescant the Elder was employed from the early 17th century by Robert Cecil, Ist Earl of Salisbury to manage his gardens at Theobalds and then to create his garden at Hatfield House. 
Tradescant was sent to Europe to collect plants. He brought back bulbs, plants and trees, most of which had not previously been grown in England. The beautifully designed gardens at Hatfield included orchards, elaborate fountains, scented plants, water parterres, terraces and herb gardens. 

“Superb examples of Jacobean craftsmanship can be seen throughout Hatfield House, such as the Grand Staircase, with its wealth of lively detail carved in wood” (http://www.hatfield-house.co.uk). 
One such carved detail in the Grand Staircase is of a gardener in Jacobean dress, said to be a representation of John Tradescant.

