Snowdrop Walk

To see snowdrops growing naturally – wild – in woodland, take a short route (2¼ miles) or a long (4 miles/2 hours) route. Wear wellies or proper walking boots to cope with mud.

Start from The Cross Keys pub between Wheathampstead and Kimpton. It is on the left of the B651 immediately after the road turns right after Lower Gustard Wood. TL 175165.

The Cross Keys does bar food and is willing for a few cars to be left in the pub car park. 

Go over the stile to the left of the high brick wall over the road from the pub sign. Go over another stile keeping to the left. At the corner of the field, go over one stile and then another immediately right. The snowdrops are 200 yards on the right and then on both sides of the path. At the asphalt road, note the stile you have just crossed so that you can retrace your steps later. Cross the road and go into the meadow, following the direction of the yellow footpath waymark arrow: up hill slightly left. Go into the woodland ahead along the clear path. When you come out on to a track, for the short walk go left to the asphalt road, Point A.

Long Walk: Go right on the track for about 20 yards then through a gate on the left marked with footpath waymarks. Follow the waymarks in this direction through Lamer Country Park golf course. When you come to the end of a line of tall beech trees on your right, leave the main track as it curves left and aim instead for the waymark post straight ahead. At the gate into a field go left with woodland on your left (do not go straight ahead as indicated by the waymark signs). At the road, go left. You are in Bride Hall Lane. At the Tradesmen’s entrance to Bride Hall, press down on the U-shaped handle and push to go through the wicket gate. At the black-weatherboarded barn go left and then follow the footpath signs to go over stiles and between fences back on to the golf course. Keep straight ahead to the asphalt road, point A.

From point A (both Walks):  Go left along the asphalt road. Near the bottom of the hill, look out for the stile to take you back the way you came through Lamer Wood. At the end of the wood, turn left over the stile. Retrace your steps alongside the nursery and out on to the road opposite the Cross Keys.

